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Childhood Apraxia of Speech
(CAS) is a rare but increasingly
recognized speech sound
disorder, caused by difficulty
planning and programming
movement for speech
production. Clinical research
regarding the nature,
assessment and treatment of
this disorder is relatively new,
and many clinicians remain
unsure how to diagnose or treat
children with CAS. This course
addresses this important gap in
clinical knowledge.

The 3-day workshop, incorporating
lecture, small group discussion,
video examples and practice with
therapy techniques, focuses on the
clinical thinking important in the
management of CAS.

The course includes a brief review
of models of speech production,
and where deficits associated with
both phonologic impairment and
CAS occur in the model. The
nature of motor programming is
discussed, and participants have
practice in making clinical
decisions based on the nature of
the programming difficulty.
Assessment strategies, especially
dynamic assessment, are described
and modeled. Differentiating
phonologic characteristics versus
CAS characteristics is included.

Day 2 focuses on treatment, with a
brief overview of evidence-based
methods of treatment. Primary
differences in treating phonology
versus CAS are discussed. Special
emphasis is given to Dynamic
Temporal and Tactile Cueing,
(DTTC),

designed especially for severe
CAS. The hierarchy and
methods of cueing are discussed
and demonstrated. Because
principles of motor learning are
incorporated in DTTC and many
other recent treatment
approaches, they are introduced
and discussed in the context of
ongoing decision-making during
intervention. Modeling of the
treatment, video examples and
participant practice will provide
different ways of becoming
familiar with the method.

Day 3 of the course is devoted to
practice in clinical decision
making such as choosing
treatment targets, writing
treatment goals, designing ways
to measure progress, designing
blocked practice organization of
treatment sessions, as well as
practice doing DTTC. There is
also small group discussion in
Finnish to discuss how the
information presented in the
course can be applied to the
Finnish language.
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